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Re: MUR 6439 - linda McMahon. Linda McMahon for Senate 2010. Inc.. and 
ia-

Deai Mc. Joidan: 

This office lepiesents Linda McMahon ("Ms. McMahon"), Linda McMahon foe 
Senate 2010, Inc. ("McMahon Campaign'Oi Rob Jentgens as Tceasucec 
(collectively ''Respondents") in die above-capdoned MUR. 

We have leviewed the Complaint filed on December 6, 2010 by Nancy DiNatdo, 
Chaic of the Connecdcut Demoaadc State Central Committee ("Complainant̂ *). The 
Complaint alleges with no supporting evidence that certain cocponte acdvities and 
communications undettaken by Wodd Wrestling Entectainment, Inc. ("WWE") wete 
cootdinated witfa tfae Respondents, thereby resulting in WWE making prohibited 
corporate in-kind contdbudons to die McMahon .Campaign. 

The alle^dons in the Complaint have no basis in law or fiict As is detailed below^ 
tfae Complaint contains erroneous and speculative aHegadons tfaat fail to state a claim 
tfaat a vidation has occurred. In addidon, neady all of tfae WWE corporate 
promotional acdvities and commimications tfaat tfae Complainant alleges were 
coordinated witfa the Respondents were not public communicadons and tfaerefore did 
not constitute coordinated communicadons as a matter of law. Moreover, tfae WWE 
corporate piomodonal activities and communicadons at issue did not satisfy tfae 
content standards in the Commission's cootdinated commiinicadons reguladons. 
Accordingly, tfae Commission sfaould find no reason to believe tfaat a violation 
occurred and sfaould prompdy dismiss tfae Complaint 
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THE COMPLAINT 

Tfae Complaint spldculates witfa no credible evidence tfaat WWE made profaibited coiporate in-ldnd 
contdbudons in tfae form of cooidinated communicadons to tfae McMafaon Campaign in violation 
of tfae Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended C'FECA" or "Act"), and Commission 
regulations concerning: (1) WWE's "Stand Up for WWE" online promotional program; (2) a WWE 
television advertisement disseminated in October 2010 that highlighted WWE's longstanding 

^ involvement with the "Make-A-Wish" Foundation; (3) WWE's "Fan Appreciation Day" event held 
^ ih Hartford, CT on October 30, 2010; and (4) WWE's "SmackDown" television episode tfaat was 
Wl recorded in Bndgeport, CT on November 2, 2010. See Complaint at 1-2.* The Complaint baldly 
^ asserts tfaat illegal coordination must faave taken place between. WWE and tfae McMafaon Campaî  
^ regarding tfae foregoing WWE corporate activities and communications because "|i]t is 
^ inconcehrable rhat tfais major, comprefaensive, and public effort . . . was not nndertaken in 
01 - •^eB^^aaaooMA^JJadaMciA^^ 
^ based upon rank speculation and innuendo and are not supported by any credible fiictual evidence. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

I. Linda McMahon 

Ms. McMahon was the Republican nominee for U.S. Senator Ecom Connecticut in 2010. Togetfaer 
widi her faosband, Vince McMafaon, Ms.- McMafaon faelped build WWE into an enormously 
successfid publidy-ttaded sports entertainment corporation. Ms. McMafaon was Chief Executive 
Officer of WWE from 1980 > 2009. 

Ms. McMafaon filed a Statement of Candidacy witfa tfae FEC on September 16,2009 and resigned as 
CEO of WWE tfaat same day. Since stepping down as WWE's CEO, Ms. McMafaon faas not pkyed 
a role in die management or operations of tfae company. 

At Ms. McMafaon's insistence, tfae McMafaon Campaign declined to accept any cantributions bom 
political action committees and only accepted contcfl>utions fix>m individuals up to $100 per 
election. Remaining bee bom outside interests was so important to Ms. McMafaon tfaat sfae 
personally financed neady all of her U.S. Senate rampaign. 

' The Complaint fails u> indude numbexed pages. AU citations heiein to the pages of the Complaint an based iî on our 
own page numbeong. 
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II.' Vince McMahon 

Vince McMahon is the husband of Ms. McMafaon. Vince McMafaon is tfae Cfaairman of WWE and 
assumed tfae role of CEO in 2009 foUowing Ms. McMafaon's resignation fix>m tfae company. 

IIL WWE "Stand Up for WWE" Online Promotional Program 

On October 18, 2010, WWE announced die launcfa of its "Stand Up for WWE" corporate 
promotional program. In announcing tfae promotional program, Vince McMafaon reportedly 

Q indicated tfaat tfae U.S.- Senate Campaign involving Ms. McMafaon and Senator .Blumentfaal faad 
*̂  generated inaccurate and negative attacks on WWE and tfaat the promotional effort was deiSigned to 
^ permit WWE's fiuas to respond to the attacks and set tfae record straigjtit about tfae company. See 
Q Complaint at 2 (quoting in full tfae "Stand Up for WWE" introductory online video). According tb 

" ' ' • si'WWE preŝ  release,'' tfiii ^nipahy's prdtnoddnaT'efl̂ tt to "ebhsiift 'priniuiid^ of Weaaet 
communications, including "WWE.com and social networking websites, induding Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter," and tfae online social media campaign's purpose wias to' "inviteQ fans to 
voice their support for the company because it has come imder linfiur and biased attack &om certain 
politidans and media oudets. WWE will correct factual inaccuracies that have been rqiorted about 
tfae company during this election season." Press Release, Wodd Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., Fans 
"Stand Up for WWE" (Oct 18,2010) (Exhibit 1). The October 18,2010 WWE press rdease stated 
tfaat tfae conipany's Internet videos: 

will feature Vince McMafaon, WWE Cfaairman and CEO, dong widi several WWE 
Superstars discussing various topics induding WWE'S PG content, treatment of 
WWE's fiiU-time empbyees and its performers, and WWE's Talent Hedtfa and 
WeUness Program. In addition, tfae videos will highlight WWE's longstanding 
commitment to gjive back to communities tfarougfa literacy programs, support of tfae 
military and tfaeir fiunilies, tfae annual "Tnbutie To Tfae Troops" faoliday special and 
tfae company's more tfaan 25 year relationship witfa tfae Make-A-Wisfa Foundation. 

Id 

IV. WWE''Make-A-Wish*? Foimdation Television Advertiaement 

During October 2010, WWE sponsored a television advertisement publicizing and faigjhli^ting 
WWE's longstanding invohrement with die "Make-A-Wish" Foundation. See Video, WWE 
Supports tfae Make-A-Wisfa Foundation, Oct 14, 2010, fattp://www.youmbe.com/watcfa?v= 
S7findsZbP98 Qast accessed Feb. 4, 2011). Tfae television advertisement was produced by WWE 
personnd witfa footage obtained fi:om film archives of WWE's corporate faistory. 
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V. WWE''Fan Appreciation Day" Event 

On September 30, 2010, WWE ataAounced tfaat it would faold a "Fan Appreciation Day" event in 
Hartford, Connecticnt on October 30, 2010 "[a]s a way to tfaank its loyd fims." Press Release, 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., Fan Appreciation Day Saturday October SO'' in Hartford 
(Sept 30,2010) (Exfaibit 2). Ms. McMafaon did not attend tfa^ event nor was her name or candidacy 

- mentioned at tfae event See Cfanstopfaer Keating, \XfWE Show: Vime McMahon Enanm^s Fans lb Vote 
^ Tuesday; Does Not Mention Linda's Rim for U.S. Senaie, CONN. COURANT, Oct 30, 2010 (Exfaibit .3). 
^ Vince McMafaon spoke at tfae event and is reported to faave said diat "[s]ome people may tfaiok I 
Wl ' was going to talk about politics today..... Notfaing could be furtfaer from tfae tmtfa." Id. 
0 
Wl . 

^ VI. WWE "SmackDown" Television Episode 

O 
. • Of i "-TSK»cfey, N o v l ^ etrisoder of iiS ongcrii%-"Smad^o^^ 

Hi television series in Bridgeport, Connecticut Upon information and bdief, WWE "SmackDown" 
episodes are regulady recorded on Tuesdays in fcont of a live audience and are subsequendy 
broadcast at a later time. WWE faas faistorically recorded numerous tdevision sfaows in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut as part of its tour. See, tg., Noafa Starr, Arena R^irf - Arena at Harbor YSm̂  WWE.(;om, 
Apr. 9, 2007 (Exfaibit 4); Andrew Rote, Anna Bjtport - Arena at Harbor Yard, WWE.com, Aug. 21, 
2006 (Exfaibit 5). 

. Ms. McMafaon did. not attend tfae WWE "SmackDown" episode tfaat was recorded in Bridgeport 
jContrary to tfae innuendo in tfae Complaint, tfae taping of WWE's "SmackDown" episode in 
Bridgeport did not interfere witfa any voting activities on Election Day. IA fiict, publisfaed reports 
indicate tfaat tfae most significant election day issue that took place in Bridgeport resulted .fix>m tfae 
locd government's fiulure to print a sufficient number of paper baUots for voters, wfaicfa prompted 
tfae locd courts to extend tfae polling faours to accommodate tfae ballot sfaortage and long voter lines 
at tfae polls. See Bridgeport Chaos: 21,000 BaUots Readied for 69,000 Rgffslered Voters, CONN. 
POST, NOV. 3,2010 (Exfaibit 6). 

THEXAW 

Tfae Complaint alleges tfaat WWE made profaibited corporate in-kind contdbutions to tfae McMafaon 
Campaign under FECA and Commission regulations in tfae form of coordinated communications.. 
See Complaint at 1 -2. 

Commission regulations provide tfaat "[a] payment for a coordinated communication is made for the 
purpose of influencing a Federd election, and is an in-kind contnbution under 11 C.F.R. § 100.52(d) 
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to die candidate " 11 C.F.R. $ 109.21(b)(1).' Under Conimission regulations, "[c]oordinated 
means made in cooperation, oonsultation or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of̂  a 
candidate, a candidate's authorized commSfoe, or a politied pairty committee" or an agent of any of 
diese entities. 11 C.F.R. § 109.20(a). 

Pursuant to tfae Commission's cootdinated communications regulations, a communication is 
deemed to be coordinated if it satisfies all elements of a tfaree-pronged test 

CP 
(1) The communication must be paid for, in wfaole or in part, by a person otfaer tfaan a 

ffl candidate, tfae candidate's autfaonzed committee, or a politicd party committee; 
0 
Wl (2) Tfae eommunication must satisfy at least one of tfae contient standards set fortfa at 11 
^ C.F.R.§ 109.21(c); and 

(3) The coAiiifijaî d '̂tiiust satis atlieiast -bne of tfae condixct standards set'fortfa at l l 
H C.F.R. § 109.21(d). 

J« 11 C.F.R.§ 109.21(a). 

In order for tfae content, prong to be satisfied, tfae communication must first be considered a public 
. communication. A public communication is defined as: 

a communication by means of any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication, 
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising fiudlity, mass mailing, or telepfaone bank 
to tfae generd public, or any otfaer form-of generd public politicd advertising. Tfae 
term general public politicd advertising sfaall not indude communications over tfae 
Internet, exc t̂ fof communications placed for a fee on anotfaer person's Web site. 

11 C.F.R.§ 100.26. 

A pubUc conummication satisfies tfae content prong of tfae Commission's coordinated 
communications regulations wfaen tfae communication: 

2 Following die 2010 election cyde, die Comniission promulgated new coordinated communications reguladons wludi 
weat into efifoct on December 1,2010 and apply to activity occurring afier that date. See Faal Bnbt aad Eâ bauOka aad 
Jaâ eatiea: CoorduuHd Ommaucatioas, 75 Fed. Reg. 55947 (Sep. 15, 2010). Because die acdviiy at issue here ocqured 
before December 1,2010, die Commission's dien-ejdsting coordinated communicaiions iq;ulations appty to this matter. 
Utdess odierwise noted, aU dtations herein are to die Commission's coordinated communicaiions seguhtums in efSect 
during die 2010 elecdon.cyde. 
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- • Constimtes an dectioneering communication Under 11 C.F.R. § 100.29;' 

• Disseminates, distributes, or republishes, irrwhole or in part, campaign tnatprials prepared by 
a candidate or the candidate's autfaorized committee; 

• Expressly advocates tfae dection or defeat of a deady identified federd candidate; or 

^ • Refers to a dearly identified U.S. House or U.S. Senate candidate and is publidy disttibuted 
^ or otfaerwise pubUdy disseminated in the dearly identified candidate's jurisdiction 90 days or 
Wl fewer before the dearly identified candidate's general, special, or runoff dection, ot primary 
0 or preference electioiL 
Wl 

5 See 11 C.F.R. § 109.21 (c)(l)-(4). 
0. 

H DISCUSSION 

I. The Complaint Contains Rank Speculation and Innuendo and Should be Dismissed 
on this Basis Alone 

Tfae Complaint fails to meet the Conunission's well-establisfaed "reason to believe" standard because 
the Complaint's allegations are based upon pure speculation and the Complainant fids to indude 
any credible evidence in support of the allegations.' The Complainant baldly speculates tfaat i l l ^ d 

• coordination must have' taken place in this matter because "(i]t is inconceivable that tfais major, 
comprefaensive, and public effort [by WWE] . . . was not undertaken in cootdination with Linda 

. McMahon's Senate Campaign." Complaint at 2. 

However, a "reason to bdieve" finding iis appropriate only when a complaint sets fortfa spedfic fects 
tfaat, if proven true, would constimte a viohition of tfae Act See 1\ C.F.R. $ 111.4(d). Tfae 
Commission has emphasized repeatedly that "[u]nwarranted legd conclusions fix>m asserted fiicts, or 
mete specdation, will not be accepted as tme." Statement of Reasons, MUR 4960 (Hillary Rodham 
Clinton for U.S. Senate Exploratory Committee) at 2 ^ec. 21,2000) (intemd dtations omitted .̂ See 
also Staiement of Reasons, MUR 5141 (Moran for Congress) at 2 (Mar. II, 2002) (HTfais 
Commission finding requires an affirmative vote of four of its members and is proper only if a 

' An decticmeenng communication "means any broadcast, cable, or satellite communicaiion that: (1) Refers to a deady 
identified candidate for Federal office; (Z) Is publidy distiibuted widiin 60 days befom a general election Sot die office 
sought by the candidate; or widiin 30 dzys before a primary or prefiuence jelection, or a convention or caucus of a 
political party tfaat has audiodty to nominate a candidate, and die candidate referenced is seeking the nomination of that 
politicd party; and (3) Is targeted to the relevant electorate, in die case of a candidate for Senate or ifae House of 
Representatives." 11 C.F.R. § 100.29(a). 
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complaint sets fortfa sufficient specific facts, wfaicfa, if proven true, would constitute a viohition of 
tfae Act A complunt̂ s imwarranted legd condusions bom asserted fiicts will not be laccqited. as 
true.'') (intemd dtations omitteciQ; Statement of ReasQns,1SIURs 5540, 5545, 5562, and 5570 (CBS 
and Sinclair) at 3 (Jdy 12, 2005) ("[BJecause the complaint was wholly speculative wfaen filed, it 
sfaould faave been r̂ ected on tfaat basis done."); Statement of Reasons, MUR 3534 (Bibleway 
Cfaurcfa of Adas Road) at 2 (Oct 7, 1993) ("Severd reasons supported our decision [to dismiss tfae 

^ complaint]. First, tfae comphunt was quite vague regarding tfae content of tfae literature, wfao noay 
faave disttibuted it, and to wfaom it was allegedly ĝ ven. Second, tfaere. was a lack of evidence 

^ indicating the liiotaton « » discdboted on behdf of tfae BiUeway Chutdi ot at it. opeose.")/ 
Q Moreover, "[c]omplaints not based upon personal knowledge must identify a source of information 
Wl . . tfaat reasonably gives nse to a belief in the tmtfa of tfae allegations presented Statement of 
^ Reasons, MUR 4960 (HiUary Rodfaaoi Clinton for U.S. Senate Exploratory Committee) at 1T2 (Dec. 
Q 21,2000) ^temd dtatbns omitted). See also W C.F.R. $ 111.4(d). 

H Tfae Complaint contains Uttle more than idle' speculation and innuendo, including tfae remarkable 
assertion tfaat because Ms. McMafaon was formedy tfae CEO of WWE, WWE must have illegdly 
coordinated tfae various corporate promotiond activities and communications at issue witfa tfae 
McMafaon Campaign. Tfae Commission has summarily rqected complaints in tfae past tfaat were 

' based i:^n such innuendo and speculation and die Complaint sfaodd be prompdy dismissed on tfais 
basis alone. 

. II. There is No Reason to Believe That WWE Made Prohibited Cootdinated 
Communications on Behalf of the McMaho9 Campaign 

Tfae Comphunant̂ s allegation that the WWE corporate promotiond activities and communications 
at issue constjmted coordinated communications on befaalf of die McMafaon Cam|»aign is based 
largely upon tfae fiict tfaat Ms. McMafaon is die former CEO of WWE, Ms. McbAabon is a current 
WWE sfaarefaolder, and Ms. McMahon's husband is tfae current CEO of WWE. See Complaint at 1. 
From tfaese unremarkable fects, tfae Complainant blitfady alleges, witfaout any fectud corroboration 
or legd support, tfaat tfae Respondents illegally cooidinated witfa WWE based upon Ms. McMafaon's 
"dbse personal, femilial, and financid connection to tfae WWE." Complaint at 3. 

*Suab9 Statement of Reasons of Commissioner David M. Mason, MUR 5338 (The Leadership Forum) at 3 (Apr. 28. 
2003) (HThe one non-specific article cited in tfae FGCR (and indeed otfaer speculative r̂ orts submitted with die 
con̂ hunt) fiuls to provide support for a finding of RTB by the Commission in the face of die specific and documented 
denials of the allegations by all parties involved ..."); First General Counsd's Report, MUR 4545 (Ginton/Gore '96 
Primary Committee and Amtcak) at 17 (Apr. 12,2000} ("While tlM available evidence is inadequate co determine whetfaer 
ifae coses of die Train Tr^ were propedy paid, die complainant's auctions are not suffident to support a finding of 
reason to believe tfaat die Primary Comniittee or the Umted States Government vioUted tfae FECA, Matcfaing Payments 
Act or tfae Commisdon's i!̂ ;ulations."). 
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Tfae Complaint's allegations are uttedy basdess. As is detailed bdow, tfaere is no reason to believe 
(.11 tfaat WWE made profaibited coordinated communications cu befaalf of tfae McMafaon Campaign 

becanse neady all of tfae WWE activities identified in tfie Complaint weie not public 
communications witfain the meaning of Commission regulations and tfaerefore could hot have 
constimted coordinated communications as a matter of kw. Moreover, even if the WWE activities 
at issue had constimted public communications, the content prong of tfae Commission's coordinated 
communications regulations was not satisfied. 

Wl A. The Vast MajorityofWWE Activities At Issue Were Not Public 
0 Communications and Therefore Could Not Have Constituted Cootdinated 
*̂  Communications 

Q In order for an activity or communication to potentially constimte a prohibited coordinated 
' cbtfimiinicltidn, the activity or comtaiuniicsitibn must-fae-a piibfllt "esimmtinicâ  pursuant to 11 

^ C.F.R. S 100.26. A public communication is defined as: 

a. communication, by means of any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication, 
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising fedlity, mass mailing, or tdepfaone bank 
to tfae generd public, or any other form of generd public politicd advertising. The 
term generd public politicd advertising shall not indude communications over the 
Internet, except for coxnmunicatioiis placed for a fee on anotfaer person's Web site. 

11 C.F.R. S 100.26. 

A number of tfae WWE coiporate promotiond activities and communications identified in tfae 
Complaint did not satisfy tfae definition of a public communication and tfaerefore could not faave 
constimted coordinated communication as a matter of law. For example, die "Stand Up for WWE" 
corporate promotiond program, wfaich tfae Complainant desctibes as a "politicd campaign and 
rapid-response news media operation," was primarily a socid media campaign consisting of press 
releases, communications using WWE's own website, and communications involving Intemet socid 
networking tools, sucfa as YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook. See Compkint at 2. The Complaint 
dtes to WWE's own press releases announcing tfae various corporate promotiond efforts and 
initiatives, wfaich deady descnbe an Intemet-based program and also eeCer to WWE's "Stand Up for 
WWE" webpage on tfae company's website. However, tfaese vatious WWE online promotiond 
activities did not and could not constitute coordiiuted communications because they were not 
public communications under Commission regulations. See 11 C.F.R. J 100.26 (excluding firom the 
definition of a public communication "communications over tfae Internet, except for 
communications placed for a fee on another person's Web site"). 
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Moreover, WWE's 'Tan Appreciation Day" event faeU in Hartford, Connecticut on October 30, 
. 2010 was a corporate promotiond event sindar to events sponsored hŷ isdier corporations accoss 

""" tfae country; accordingjly, tfae event did not constitute a pubiie communieation under 11 C.F.R. 
S 100.26. Simihdy, the taping of the WWE "SmackDown" îsode in Bridgeport, Connecticut on 
November 2,2010 was merdy a public taping session for tfae company, and the Complaint fails even 
to allege—̂ Let alone identify—any public communications imder 11 C.F.R. § 100.26 that occurred in 

^ connection with tfae taping session. 

tfj. None of tfae forgoing WWE corporate promotiond activities and communications could faave 
1̂  qualified as profaibited coordinated communications on befaalf of tfae McMafaon Campaign because 
^ tfaey did not constimte public communications under 11 C.F.R. § 100.26; tfae Commission sfaould 
^ find no mason to believe a violation occurred regarding all of these WWE activities and 
^ communieatians on tfais basis alone. Tfae one remaining communication at issue—WWE's 

—cdevisioa advertisement highligfatiag-.thecompany's.longstandiog iavofarement \6dtfa..and:̂ su{i|>ort.o£ 
die "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation—did qualify as a public communication under Commission 
regulations. However, as is demonstrated in Part II.B. below, WWE's television advertisement and 
tfae otfaer WWE activities and communications at issue feiled to satisfy any of tfae content standards 
in tfae Conuxussion's coordinated cornmunications regulations. 

B. The WWE Activities and Communications Identified in the Complaint Did 
Not Trigger Any of the Content Standards 

A pubhc communication satisfies the content prong of tfae Commission's coordinated 
conununication regulations if tfae public communicatibn: 

• Constimtes an electioneering communication imder 11 C.F.R. § 100.29; 

• Disseminates, disttibutes, or republisfaes; in wfaole or in'part, campaign materials prepared by 
a candidate or tfae candidate's autfaorized committee; 

• Expressly advocates tfae dection or defeat of a dearly identified federd candidate; or 

. • Refers to a dearly identified House or Senate candidate and is publidy disttibuted or 
otfaerwise publidy disseminated in tfae deady identified candidate's jurisdiction 90 days or 
fewer before tfae dearly identified candidate's general, special, or runoff election, or primary 
or preference dection. 

J:« 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(c)(l)-(4). 
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The Republication Content Standard Was Not Met 

Tfaer€omp]ainant does not allege and tfaere is no evidence tfaat WWE disseminated, distributed, ot 
republisfaed, in wfaole or in part, any materials prepared by the McMahon Campaign. • Accordingly, 
tfaere is no reason to believe tfaat tfae republication content standard set fortfa at Section 109.21(c)(2) 
was implicated 

Ml 
^ 2. The Express Advocacy Content Standard Was Not satisfied 

^ a. There Was No Express Advocacy Under Section 100.22(a) 

^ Whetfaer a public communication satisfies the content standard set fortfa at Section 109.21(c)(3) 
^ turns on v4ietfaer the communication contains express advocacy. Section 100.22(a) of tfae 
0 .̂. . ..̂ jOopsaiŝ SasJlÔ ^̂  .^tes. .tiiiat ^a. mmtwfimrofifin rrwityins fypress .jfldyoqilSTJL.. if (fae. 

^ communication uses certain bright-line words or phrases: 

Es^ssjf advocating means any communication that—(a) Uses phrases sucfa as 'Vote 
for tfae President," "re-elect your Congressman," "support tfae Democratic 
nominee," "cast your ballot for tfae L̂epublican challenger for U.S. Senate in 
Georgia," "Smidi for Congress," "BiU McKay in '94," 'Vote Pro-Life" or 'Vote Pro-
Cfabice" accompanied by a listing of cleariy identified candidates described as Pro-
Life or Pro-Cfaoice, 'Vote against Okl Hickory," "defeat̂ ' accompanied by a pictute 
of one or more candidate(s), "reject tfae incumbent," or communications of 

' -campaign sloga|i(s) or individud word(s), which in context can have no otfaer 
reasonable meaning tfaan to luge tfae dection or defeat of one or more clearly 
identified candidate(s), sucfa as posters, bumper stickers, advertisements, etc. wfaicfa 
say "Nixon's die One," *'Carter 76," "Reagan/Busfa" or "Mondalel" 

•11 CF.R. $ 100.22(a) (empfaasis in otiginaQ. This section of tfae Commission's regulations is drawn 
directiy ficom tfae Supreme Court's ruling in Buckley u. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and is commonly 
referred to as tfae "magic words test" 

Tfae WWE corporate promotiond activities and communications at issue did not expressly advocate 
tfae election or.defieat of a deady identified federd candidate under Section 100.22(a) of tfae 
Commission's r îlations. Apart feom Vince McMafaon's announcement of die program diat 

- referenced tfae adverse publidty for WWE that the rampflign between Senator Blumentfad and Ms. 
McMafaon faad generated, die "Stand Up for WWE" promotiond program, vduch was a sodd 
media campaign primarily consisting of Intemet communications and press rdeases, did not even 
reference ot identify Ms. McMafaon, tfae McMafaon Campaign, or Senator Blumentfaal, let done 
contain express advocacy under 11 .C.F.R. $ 100.22(a).. Moreover, tfaere is no evidence tfaat Ms. 



Jeffs. Jordan, Esq. 
February 4,2011 
Pagell 

McMahon, tfae McMafaon Campaign, or Senator Blumenthal were referenced or identified during 
either the V6̂ 7E "Fan Appreciation Da/' Event hdd in Hartford, Connecticut on October 30, 
2010, or the ^̂ TWE "SmackDown" episode recorded in Bridgeport, Connecticut on November 2, 
2010; accordingjly, ndtfaer of tfaese activities contained express advocacy commuxiicatians pursuant 
to 11 C.F.R. § 100.22(a). In addition, ddiouĝ i die WWE "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation televisbn 
advertisement disseminated in October 2010 did indude a fleeting image of Ms. McMahon tfaat 

ijpf appeared on screen for less than one second, die tdevidon advertisement did not mention Ms. 
^ McMafaon's name; did not reference Ms. McMafaon's Senate candidacy or any otfaer federd 
^ candidate, did not reference an election, and contained no electord advocacy wfaatsoever. See Video, 
Q WWE Supports die Make-A-Wisfa Foundation, Oct 14, 2010, fattp://www.youmbe.com/watcfa?v= 
Wl S7foEidsZbP98 âst accessed Feb. 4, 2011). Finally, die WWE corporate activities and 
^ communications identified in the Compbint did not contain any rampaign dogan or individud 
Q • words "wfaicfa ih context can faave no other reasonable meaning tfaan to urge tfae election or defeat 
frt • • btonie'ot Mom dearly idedtifiad-eâ  11 •e.F:R. § 100.22̂ -. 

In ligfat of tfae foregoing tfaere is no reason to believe tfaat tfae express advocacy content standard 
was satisfied regarding any of tfae WWE corporate activities and communications at issue. • 

b. Given that Multiple Federal Courts Have Struck Down Section 
. 100.22(b) as Unconstitutional, It Should Not Be Applied 

Against Respondents 

Section 100.22(b) of Commission regulations states tfaat expressly advocating indudes any 
communication tfaat: 

Wfaen taken as a wfaole and witfa limited refierence to extemd events, sucfa as tfae 
proximity.to tfae dection, could only be interpreted by a reasonable person as 
containing advocacy of tfae dection or defeat of one or more clearly identified 
candidate(s) because— 

(1) Tfae dectord portion of tfae communication is immistakable, unambiguous, and 
sû estive of only one meaning; and 

(2) Reasonable minds could not differ as to wfaetfaer it encourages actions to elect or 
defeat one or more deariy identified candidate(s) or encourages some otfaer kind of 
action. 

11 C.F.R. § 100.22(b). 



JeffS. Jordan, Esq. 
February 4,2011 
Page 12 

Vice Cfaair Huntec and Commissionets McGahn and Petersen have noted that Section 100.22(b) has 
had a "checkered history" and tfaat "portions of section 100.22—namdy, subjection (b)—faave bi^-
fadd unconstituticnaT'liy every Federd court tfaat faas considered tfae regulation on its merits'." 
Statement of Reasons of Vice Chairman Mattfaew S. Peteisen and Commissioners.Caroline C. 
Hunter and Domdd F. McGahn, MURs 5694 and 5910 (Americans for Job Security) at 2, 7 fii. 26 
(Apr. 27,2009) See e.g., Maine R^httoL^ Comm., Inc. v. Fed. Election Comm'n, 914 F. Supp. 8 p. Me.), 
c!ff*d per curiam, 98 F3d 1 (1st Gr. 1996), cert denied, 522 U.S. 810 (1997) C'MRLC); Fed. ElecUon 

^ Comm'n v. Christian AOion Netufork, Inc, 110 F.3d 1049 (4di Cir. 1997) fOlN 2?'); Vi/ffuia Socy for 
«Sf Human L^, Inc. v. Fed. Etection Comm'n, 263 F.3d 379,387-88 (4tfa Or. 2001) (noting diat in die wake 
^ of MRLC and C4N // tfae Commission voted unanimously not to enforce Section. 100.22(b) in the 
1̂  First and Fourtfa Circuits); Right toL^of Dutdiess Co., Inc., v. Fed. Eledion Comm'n, 6 F. Siipp. 2d 248, 
«r 253 (S.D.N.Y. 1998) ("11 C.F.R. J 100.22(b)'s defiitition of 'express advocacy' is not audaorieed by 
^ . FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 441b, as tfaat stamte has been interpreted by tfae Uniied Stales Supreme Court in 
2 ' . " ' "MCFt̂  'asA Buckley v. 'P̂ ufiw:"). " Given tfaat* multiple' fiedetd courts faave- struck down-= Section-
«H 100.22(b) as unconstitutional, and ĝ en tfaat tfae Commission itsdf faas prudendy cfaosen not to 

enforce Section 100.22(b) in tfae First and Fourtfa Circdts, tfae Commission sfaould exercise die same 
prudence in tfais matter and not sedt to apply Section 100.22(b) in tfais matter. 

Even if Section 100.22(b) wen constimtional, tfae WWE corporate promotiond activities and 
commmncatioos at issue did not oontiin'express advocacy under tfae leguhtion. The Commission 
emphasized wfaen it promulgated Section 100.22(b) tfaat in order for tfae regulation to be triggered, 
"tfae electoral portion of tfae eommunication must be unmistakable, unambiguous and suggestive of 
only one meaning, and masonable. minds could not differ as to wfaietfaer it encourages dection' or 
defeat of candidates or some other type of non-election action." Final Rules and Explanation and 
Justification for Express Advocacy; Independent Expenditures; Corporate and Labor Organiv̂ on 
Eicpenditures, 60 Fed. Reg. 35292, 35295 (jfd, 6, 1995). The Commission also made dear tiiat 
"[c]ommunicatiQns discussing or commenting on a candidate's character, qualifications, or 
accomplisfaments are considered express advocacy under new section 100.22(b) if, in context, tfaey 
faave no other reasonable meaning than to .encourage actions to dect or defeat tfae candidate in 
question." Id. In MURs 5695 and 5910 (Americans for Job Security), Vice Chair Hunter and 
Commisdoners McGafan and Petersen empfaasizied tfaat "[t]fae plain language of section 100.22(b) 
limits its reacfa to speedi tfaat 'oould only be interpreted by a masonable person as containing 
advocacy of tfae election or defeat of one or mos tJeady identified candsdate(s) because tfae 
'electord portion' is *unmistakab]e, unambiguous, and suggestive of only one meaning."' Statement 
of Reasons by Vice Cfaairman Mattfaew S. Petersen and Commissioners Hunter and McGafan, 
MURs 5694 and 5910 (Americans for Job Security) at 8 (Apr. 27, 2009) (quoting 11 C.F.R. 
§ 100.22̂ )). Tfae Commissioners also noted tfaat 
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[I]fae standard for 'expiress advocacy' is not wfaetfaer a communication .migjbt 
somefaow be read as»GBmpdgo-related, or whetfaes sudi a reading is a reasonable, or 
perfaaps even tfae most reasonable, inteiipretation. Instead, as long aa 'reasonable 
minds' can plausibly interpmt an ad in some way otfaer tfaan as encouraging actions 
to elect or defeat a deady identified federd candidate, tfae ad does not contain 
'express advocacy' as defined by section 100.22(b). This is so even in cases wfaere a 
communication 'discusses or comments on a candidate's cfaaracter, quahfications, or 
accomplisfaments.' 

Id. (dtations omitted). "Thus, section 100.22(b), even Ihotigh somewhat hroader than seclion 100.22(a), still sets 
a very high bar.** Id. (empfaasis added). 

Most fondamentally, for Section 100.22(b) to be impUcated, a communicatibn must contain 
"advocaicy. of. tl̂ . .dficdoo. 0£.d$|G t̂ of .rair or more ctaniy_ idenĵ d federal eambdfOes'* 11 C.F.R. 
§ 100.22(b) (empfaasis addecQ. However, as was outlined above, the "Stand Up for WWE" onUne 
promotiond program once it was branched did not even reference or identify Ms. McMafaon or 
Senator Blumentfad. Simihrly, WWE's ''Fan Appreciation Day" hdd in Hartford, Connecticut 
likewise did not reference or.identify Ms. McMahon or Senator Blumentfad and instead consisted of 
a "'WWE Supersfaow* featuring Sup.erstars from botfa tfae Raw and SmackDown brands." Press 
Release, World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., Fan Appreciation Day Saturday October 30*̂  in 
Hartford (Sept. 30, 2010) (Exfaibit 2). Moreover, die WWE "SmackDown" tdevidon episode 
recorded iii Bridgeport, Coimectiout was stric% corporate in natuK and ndtfaer Ms. McMafaon nor 
Senatoe Blumemfad wem mentioned or identified. Tfae "SmackDown" event, whicfa was a television 
episode recorded in boot of a live audience and subsequendy broadcast on the Friday after Election 
Day, was an ordinary, regulariy-scheduled recording of a television sfaow. A WWE episode 
summary indicates diat tfae event focused on sevetd different wrestling matcfaes, induding' "tfae 
biggest 10-Man Tag Team Matcfa in SmadcDown faistory, witfa tfae blue brand rlaiming victory." 
Mitefa Passero, Results: Yellow, Black and Blue, WWE.com, Nov. 5,2010 (Exfaibit 7). 

In ligfat of die fos^oin^ ndtfaer tfae "Stand Up for WWE" promotiond program,-die WWE "Fan 
Appredation Day" evmt, nor the WWE "SmadcDown" tdevision episoile contained express 
advocacy under Section 100.22(b) because none of tfaese corporate activities and conmiunications 
contained a reference to a deady identified fiederd candidate. 

Tfae WWE "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation television advertisement did include a fleeting image of Ms. 
McMafaon's likeness tfaat appeared on semen for less tfaan a second However, tfais communication 
did not constitute express advocacy under Section 100.22(b) because tfae communication did not 
contain an "unmistakable" and "unambiguous" message urging redpients to vote for or ag^st any 
federd candidate. Ratfaer, die televuion advertisement faig^fated and publicized WWE's 
longstanding support of and relationsfaip witfa die Make-A-Wisfa Foundation during a time wfaen 
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WWE was fiicing public criticism and numerous public attacks. See Video, WWE Supports die 
Make-A-Wisfa Foundation, Oct 14,.2010, fattp://www.youmbe.com/ watefa?v=S7findsZbP98 0ast ^ 
accessed Feb. 4, 2011). Whfle Ms. McMahon's likeness did appear in tfae tdevision advertisement 
for a fleeting moment, tfae message of die tdevision advertisement was deariy cfaaritable and not 
electord in nature and in no way contained express advocacy under Section 100.22(b). 

3. The Content Standard for Relierencing a Federal Candidate 90 Days 
^ Before An Election Was Not Met 

wl 
p Although all of tfae WWE corporate promotiond activities and conununications identified in tfae 
Wl Comphunt occurred witfain 90 days of tfae November 2010 generd election, it is important to 
^ rdterate that didy one of tfae WWE activities and communications at issue even potemiailly identified 
Q a federd candidate, which is a strict prerequidte for satisfying tfae candidatetreference content ! 
Hi" standaia in 11 C.F.R: § 109.21 (c)(4)®: -
HI 

.As was described above, once it was initiated the "Stand Up for WWE" online promotiond 
program did not mfecence or identify Ms. McMahon or Senator Blumenthal in any fiuhion 
whatsoever. Ratfaer, tfae "Stand Up for WWE" promotiond program featured videos of "Vince 
McMafaon, WWE Chairman and CEO, along witfa severd otfaer WWE Superstars discussing, various 
topics induding WWE's PG content, treatment of WWE's full-time employees and its performers, 
and WWE's Talent Heddi and WeUness Program." Press Rdease, Wodd Wrestling Entertainment; 
Inc., Fans "Stand Up for WWE" (Oct 18,2010) (Exfaibit 1). 

Simihuly, WWE's "Fan Appreciation Day" hdd in Hartford, Connecticut did not reference or 
identify Ms. McMahon or Senator Blumentfad in any manner and instead focused on tfaanking 
WWE's fims. In announcing tfae event, Vince McMafaon explained: 

Witfa its faeadquarters located in Connecticut since 1983, WWE faas a strong history 
and a large and loyd fim base tfarougfa tfae state and specifically in Hartford, wfaicfa 
faosted WresdeN̂ mia XL as wdl as coundess sold-out Raw and SmackDown events. 
. . . We look forward to tfaanldng our fiuis for tfaeir continued support and loydty on 
October 30tfa: 

Press Rdease, Wodd Wrestling Entertainmem, Inc., Fan Appreciation Day Saturday October 30̂* in 
Hartford (Sept 30, 201(y) (Eadtibit 2). News report confirm diat the event did not reference Ms. 
McMahon or Senator Blumentfad and tfaat Viace McMafaon flady stated tfaat tfae event was not 
politicd in nature. See Cfaristopfaer Keating, XÎ WE Show: Vince McMahon Encoun^ Fans to Vote 
Tuesday; Does Not Mention Linda's Run for US. Senate, CONN. CoURANT, Oct 30, 2010 (Exfaibit 3) 
("Some people may tfaink I was going to talk about pohtics today Notfaing could be fiirtfaet feom 
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tfae ttutfa.... I came out here to simply say thank you.... Tfaat's what tfais day is all about Itfs 
about fen appreciation. No one appreciates-the fims more tfaan Worid Wrestling Entettainment"). 

.In addition, tfae WWE "SmackDown" tdevision episode recorded in Bridgeport, Connecticut did 
not reference or identify Ms. McMafaon or Senator Blumentfad in any way. - Tfae episode, wfaicfa was 
recorded in front of a live audience and subsequendy broadcast on the Friday after tfae election, was 
stricdy a WWE corporate event. A WWE episode summary indicates tfaat tfae event focused on 

1̂  severd different wrestling matcfaes, induding "tfae biggest 10-Man Tag Team Matefa in SmackDown 
^ faistory, witfa tfae blue brand claiming victory." Miteh Passero, Resu&r: YeMow, Black and Blue, 
g WWE.com, Nov. 5,2010 (Exhibit 7). 

Wl . . 
^ Given tfaat ndtfaer Ms. McMafaon nor Senator Blumentfad was referenced or identified in any of tfae 
^ foregoing WWE promotiond activities and.communications,.none of tfaem as a matter of law 
0 . triggered, the candidate-ĵ ferenŝ 'contqitstwdaĵ m 

Altfaougjfa tfae "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation television advertisement did display a fleeting image of 
Ms. McMafaon's likeness for less tfaan a second, tfae communication nevertfadjcss did not satisfy tfae 
candidate-reference standard because tfae communication did not meet tfae legd test for referencing 
a dearly identified federd candidate. Approximatdy five seconds into tfae 30rsecond television 
advertisement, wfaicfa sou t̂ to hî iligfat WWE's longstandtog commitment to and involvement 
with tfae "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation, a profiJie itnage of Ms. McMafaon appeared for less tfaan one 
second. See Video, WWE Supports die Make-A-Wisfa Foundation, Oct 14, 2010, 
fattp://www.yDutube.com/watefa?v=S7findsZbP98 Qast accessed Feb. 4, 2011). However, at no 
point in tfae advertisement was Ms. McMafaon's name er federd candidacy referenced and tfae 
advertisement focused exdusivdy on WWE's weU-eetabhsfaed tebtionsfaip witfa die Make-A-Wish 
FoundntioxL The advertisement contained tfae following script 

Voiceovec For over 25 years, Wodd Wresding Entertainment 
faas proudly supported die Makc-A-Wisfa Foundation. 

Voiceover: Hdping to gtant wisfaes to cfaildten witfa life-
tfareatening illnesses. 

David Williams: WWE grants more wisfaes for kids tfaan any otfaer 
President & CEO, professiond sports organization. 
Make-A-̂ X̂  Foundation 
Cfaild #1: I was crying a Utde bit Man, I was so exdted. 
Cfaild #2: It was amazing to meet faim... and it was very 

awesome and I just want to tfaank Make-A-Wisfa. 

Id. 
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Tfae Conmiission faas appropriatdy conduded in tfae past tfaat not all references to a candidate's 
name or l&eaess are considered to be references tQ̂ ĵ deatly identified federd candidate witfain die 
meamng of Commission regubtions and faas emphasized diat tfae Commisdon is not prednded 
"bom making a determination tfaat tfae specific fifets and circumstances of a particdar case indicate 
tfaat certain advertisements do not refer to a deariy identified Federd candidate and, faence, do not 
constitute electioneering communications." FEC Adv. Op. 2004-31 Parrow) at 4 (Sep. 10, 2004). 
In Advisory Opinion 2004-31 (Darrow), a federd candidate was tfae foimder, cfaief executive officer, 
•and chairman of the board of a corporation bearing fais name, Russ Darrow. See id. at 1. The 
company faad built a vduable brand out of the name "Rnss Darrow," had a history of advertising its 
products and services using the name "Russ Darrow," and planned to continue to do so for the 

P foreseeable fotore. Althoogb. die candidate's likeness would not be featured in any corporate 
Wl advertising, tfae candidate's nunc wodd inevitably be referenced severd times because the 
^ corporation's name induded the candidate's naiite. See id. at 2. The Commission concluded that 
p • such advertisements would not be considered electioneering communications because they did not 

- refer to' a-dearljr identified-fedecd candidate; • - Tfae Conmiission- reasoned- tiiat tfae refeceneesr to 
rH "Russ Darrow," when considered togetfaer witfa tfae odier references in tfae advertisement, referred 

to a business entity and not to tfae candidate. See id. at 5. 

The rationale of Advisory Opinion 2004-31 is deady applicable to die WWE "Make-A-Wisfa" 
Foundation televidon advertisement. Tfae advertisement's briê  one-second use of Ms. McMahon's 
likeness, when considered togetfaer widi the otfaer references in the advertisement, were clearly 
intended to refer to WWE and to WWE's business activities and not to Ms. McMahon as a 
candidate. Upon information and belief, tfae image of Ms. McMafaon tfaat was used in tfae tdevision 
advertisement was recorded many years ago wfaile Ms. McMafaon Was tfae CE<3 of WWE and was 
activdy involved witfa tfae Make-A-Wisfa Foundation. Tfae incidentd reference to Ms. McMafaon's 
likeness was meant to refer to WWE's relationship with the Make-A-Wish Foundation and not to 
Ms. McMafaon's candidacy. Given &e relevant dtcumstances, and ĝ en tfae rationde of Advisory 
Opinion 2004-31, die Commisdon sfaould find diat tfae WWE. "Make-A-̂ fa" Foundation 
television advertisement did not reference a cleariy identified fedeicd candidate within tfae mraning 
of Commisdon regdations. 

In ligfat of tfae foregoing, tfaere is no reason to bdieve tfaâ t any of tfae WWE corporate promotiond 
activities and communications at issue satisfied tfae candidate-reference content standard in Section 
109.21(c)(4)(̂ .» 

^ Pursuant to die fourdi and final content standard, a public oommunication satisfies die content prong if it is an 
dectioneering communication under 11 C.F.R. % 100.29. Because dectioneering oftnmunications must contain a 
reference to a dearly identified federal candidate, none of die activides and communications at issue triggered dus 
content standad. 
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C. The WWE "Make-A-Wish" Television Adveitisement Falls Within the 
Conunission's New Safe Harbor for Bu^jess and Commeiciai 
Communications 

As was discussed above, - only one of tfae WWE corporate promotiond activities and 
communications identified in tfae Comphunt—WWE's "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation television 
advertisement—was a public communication, which is a tfaresfaold predicate for finding a 

^ coordinated communication under Commisdon regulations. However, die Commisdon establisfaed 
^ ' a new safe faarbor for certain business-related public communications—sucfa as tfae WWE "Make-A-
Wl Wisfa" Foundation televidon advertisement—in tfae revised coordinated communications 
0 regulations wfaicfa took effect on December 1, 2010. See Final Rules and Explanation and 
^ Justification for Coordinated Communications, 75 Fed. Reg. 55947, 55959 (Sept 15, 2010). 
^ Altfaougfa tfae new safe harbor did not go into effect until after tfae activity at issue took place,.tfae 
p.; Cpnimisdpn cpuld neyetdieless choose to apply the safe harbor to this matter as a prudentid matter. 

. The safe harbor 

exdudes from tfae defirution of a coordinated communication any public 
communication in wfaicfa a Federd candidate is deariy identified only in fais or faer 
capacity as the owner or operator of a business tiiat existed prior to the candidacy, so 
long as tfae public communication does not PASO tfaat candidate or anotfaer 
candidate who sedcs the same office, and so long as die communication is consistent 
witfa otfaer pablic conununications made by tfae business prior to tfae candidacy... 

75 Fed. Reg. at 55959. See also W C.F.R. § 109.21® ^011). 

Tfae WWE "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation tdevidon advertisement meets all of tfae foregoing 
requiiements for application of die safe faarbor. Tfae WWE television advertisement contained only 
a fleeting image of Ms. McMafaon acting in faer former capacity as tfae CEO of WWE, WWE existed 
for decades prior to Ms. McMafaon becoming a federd candidate, and die television advertisement 
did not promote, support, attack, or oppose Ms. McMafaon ot Senator Blumentfad. Although tfae 
Respondents are not privy to WWE's entire corporate advertising history, WWE is rigfatfiilly proud 
of its longs.tandiiig relationsfaips witfa tfae "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation and otfaer cfaaritable 
organizations, and WWE appears to pubhcize its corporate support for tfaese ocganizatioiis tfarou^ 
a wide variety of public communications. Accordingly, tfae Commission as a pnidenrial matter 
should apply tfae safe faarbor for certain business and commerdd transactions at 11 C.F.R^ 
§ 109.21 (Q to tfae WWE "Make-A-Wisfa" Foundation tdevision advertisement and find no reason to 
bdieve tfaat tfae advertisement constituted a coordinated communication on tfaat basis alone. 
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III. Theie is No Reason to Believe That WWE Made and Respondents Accepted 
Pfohifaited Coiporate In-Kind Contributions '.n 

.1. 

. In addition to tfae Commission's coordinated communications provisions, tfae Act and Commission 
regulations also impose testiictions on expenditures coordinated witfa a candidate tfaat are not public 
communications. See 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(7)(B)Q ("[E]xpenditures made by any person in 
cooperation, consultation, or concert, witfa, or at tfae request or suggestion of, a candidate, fais 

1̂  autfaorized politicd committees, or tfaeir agents, sfaall be considered to be a contribution to sucfa 
^ candidate.*'). Tfae Commission's regdations, which largdy track the Act, provide tfaat any 

. expenditure that is coordinated or "made in cooperation, consdtation or concert with, or at the 
request or suggestion ô  la candidate, a candidate's authorized cpmmittee, or a politicd party 

^ - committee," but that is not made as a coordinated comniunieatioh under Section 109.21, eitfaer 
ST an in-kind contribution to, or a coordinated party expenditure witfa respect to, tfae candidate or 

•" politied parqr committee-with-wfaom or witii which it was coordinated and m̂ ust he JĈ orced as an 
expenidimre made by tfaat candidate or politicd party committee..'.." Seell C.F.R. § 109.20(b). 

Following the enactment of die Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act ("BCRA"), tfae Commission 
reorganized and remmibeted its coorcEnation reguhitions. Ttie definition of "coordinated" was 
inserted into Section 109.20(a) and Section 109.20(b) was moved bom Section 109.1(c). See 
Explanation and Justification for Final Rules on Coordinated and Independent Expenditures, 68 Fed 
Reg. 421, 425-26 Qan. 3, 2003). Tfae Commisdon has indicated tfaat die meaning of Section 
109.20^), whicfa was based upon tfae origind Act, was not intended to be dianged or altered upon 
tfae passage of BCRA. Seeid.ziA25. 

It is dear tfaat the foregoing coordination restrictions are limited as a matter bf law to expenditures 
ifaat are niade &» tfae purpose of influencing a federd election. SH 11 CJ'.R. § t09.20(b) C'Any 
eŝ auUture tfaat is coordinated witiun tfae nieaning of paragrapfa (a) of tfais section . . . is considered 
dtfaer an in-kind conttibution to, or a coordinated party expenditure witfa respect to, tfae candidate 
or poUticd party committee witfa wfaom or witfa whicfa it was coordinated ...") (empfaasis addedQ. 
See also 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(7)(B)(0 (̂ EĴ ndilures made by any person in cooperation, consultation, 
or concert, witfa, or at tfae request or suggestion of, a candidate, fais autfaorized poUticd committees, 
or dieir agents, sfaall be considered to be a conttibution to sucfa candidate.") (empfaasis added). 
Based npon tfae plun meaning of the Act aod Conunisdon regulations in this area, tfae Commisdon 
faas emphasized tfaat apart from coordinated communications, coordinatian restrictions are limited 
to esqpenditures tfaat are made for die purpose of influencing a feilecd electioiL See FEC Advisory 
Opinion 1981-44 (Friends of Les Aspin) at 2 (noting tfaat die "legislative faistory of 2 .U.S.C. 
441a(a)(7) indicates tfaat to be considered as a contribution under [2 U.S.C. 441a(a)(7)(B)], an 
expenditure must 'dd a candidate in a manner indisringuisfaabk in substance bom tfae direct 
payment of casfa to a candidate.' Tfae candidate wfao is dded in sucfa a fesfaion is tfaus r̂ arded as 
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faaving received a contribution from tfae person making tfae expenditures.") (Intemd citations 
- -.r oBtaxXed). 

Tfae WWE. corporate promotiond activities and communications at issue are phunly not subject to 
tfae coordination restrictions contained in 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(7)(B)(i) and 11 CJF.R. § 109.20(b) 
because none of tfae WWE activities and communications were expenditures under- tfae Act made 

. for tfae purpose of influencing a federd election. Ratfaer, as was detailed above, tfae WWE 
corporate activities and communications identified in tfae Comphunt were bona fide corporate 

^ programs and efforts designed to defend WWE iii tfae fiice of public criticism and to promote 
1̂  WWE's corporate image. Accordingly, tfaere is no reason to believe that WWE made and the 
^ Respondents accepted any profaibited corporate in-kind- contributions under 2 U.S.C. 
^ . S441a(a)C7)(B)(i) and 11 C.F.R.§ 109.20(b). ^ • 
0 

coNCLijaoiK ........... 
For aU of tfae reasons set fortfa above, tfae Commission sfaould find no reason to believe tfaat a 
violation occurred and sfaould promptiy dismiss die Comphunt 

Sincerdy, 

Micfaad E. Toner 
Brandis L. Zefar 

cc: Cyntiiia Bauerly, Cfaair 
Caroline Hunter, Vice Cfaair 
Dcmald McGafan, Commissioner 
Mattfaew Petersen, Commissioner 
Steven Wdtfaer, Commissioner 
Ellen Weintraub, Commissioner 
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2010 NEWS 

FANS "STAND UP FOR WWE" 

October 18.2010 
STAMFORD, Conn.. Odober 18.2010 - Woitd WMHing EntartainmemA ta caning on WWE fans worldwide lo "Stand Up FOr 
WWE" in a new viral cainpaign launciM today on WWExom and sodal netwoiMngwebsaes,M • 
T\iirittar. WWE invNae fane lo «oioe ttwiraupporl lar the oonvariy beoause tt 
polUdans and media oudeta. WWE will oonocl fBcluai inaooefaOtos that IMWB been leportad about the company during ibis election 

Vkfeoa wn feature Vince IMdMalian. WWE Cheirinen and CEO, along with aever̂  
including WWE'a PG conlent, treatment of WWE's m^Um empioyBes and its perfaimers, and WWE's Talent Health and Wellness 
Program. In addition, the videos wS highlight WWE's kmgslandbig oommftnent to give bade to oommunilies through literacy 
programs, support of Dw mniaiy and their famiaes, the annua> Tribute To The Troopsf* holiday special and Oie company's ntsre 
than 25 ybarreiaSonshIp with the MakB-ArWishFbundatlon. 

The neatly BOO fuH-flme VWVE employeea, a» wen as Ms 140 Supetstaw. ell wotk tor cue reason - to put smiles on people's faoes." 
71 said Vinoa McMahon. Chaimian and CEO, WWE. The inaccurate media reporta about our company are not only an inlusiica but an 
"1 Insult to our mHians of fans worldwide.' 
o 
ff\ . WMd Wnutling Entartfllmneat, Inc.. a eobiicly tradbd company (NYSE: WWE), Is arr Hilbgraled medio organlzeilon and recognized 

leader In ginbaleniBitslninent. Tho company oonslsis of a porttoHo of businesses thâ  
^ a year to a global audlenoe. WWE to eoiwniUnd to Ibmilŷ Mendly, PG content eoress an of Rs platforms indudlhg television 
^ programming, pay-per-view, digital madia and pubMiing. WWE progrsmmhg ta broodcast in more than 145 countries end 30 
fJ. ianguagea and laacheorndra than 500 million hoines worldwide. The ooinpany Is headquerbmid in StanilM 

NajK.\̂ ĵ ^B4sa!es..6t!|cno^Lfln4p^ 
r i WtaaHIng Entertainment, inc (NYSE: WWE) ean be found at wwe.com and CQiporBte.wwe.com. For inlbrmatlorf on our gbbal 
^ activitias.gotoMtpiAwww.wwexoinAiiorldwidê . 

AddMonai information on WOrM Wrestling Enterteinraent, Inc. (NYSE: WWE) can be faand ot oorporale.wwexom. 

•aoi-

Merfia Contact: 
Robert Zimmerman 
203-3594131 
WobertZimmermanQwweeorpjom 

liweolor Qdbloct: 
. MtahaeiWaite 

203-aS24i642 
Miehaei.WaitzOwwecorpjGam 

Trademaiks: All WWE programming, latent names, images, likenesses, slogans. wrssOIng moves, trademartis, copyrights and 
logea are the eadualve pnqierty of WMd Wrestling Entsrtalnmsnt, Inc. and ita subsidlailes. Al other bademailis, logos and 
oopyrighte are Sie property of Owir rsspectlve ownen. 
FWwartMjBOidng Statements: TWs news rslease ccntaina fonward-iooidng sistementa purausnt to the seh hartwr provisions ol Bie 
SecurMea lJUgalion llebnn Act of 1895. which are sut̂ ect to various ilsica and uncertaintiea. These ri^ 
risks retattig to maintolning and renewing iiey agreementa. including television distrilwtion agraementa; Hw need for oontinually 
devUoping oraaHve and anlBrtaining pregramrnhg; the continued importance of iwy performers and ttie services of Vincent 
McMaiiori; aw conditions of tie markate In which we oonipeto; acceptance of the Coinpaiiŷ  brands,- medta and nwrehandtae 
widiin thosa madnta; oncertataties rslating ro lagulatary and HBgalion mattars; risks rasultkig ftom tut highly compeHllve netors of 
ounmalkels: tbe hnportanee ef protantlng our intallecliial property end oompiying wtti the inteleehjal property riglits of others: risks 
aasodatad with produdeg live evanb both doawsfioally and kitareaihinally: unoortaintieB asaodated with iiiemational mafkets: 
rteka retoSng to our Om bushwse and ony new businaea Mtativs wMch wa may undnrtake; risks jelaSng to iha large numbar of 
aharaa of common stack oonlnoiled by members ef tae MdMahon famiiy: aod olher risks and tacton aet fortti from ttme to ttme in 
Company llib̂ iB witti ttie Securittes and Exchange Commisskin- Aduai rBsURs eouU dliler materially from ttnse ourtontty expected 
or anttdpated. in additton, our divUand b signilicBnl and b depiendent on a number of tactors, tachiding. emong ottier ttitags, our 
IkiuMRy and hbtoricai and protected cash flow, atrategle ptan.(|nduding aRemattve usee of capHal). our finandal jresulto and 
conditton, Qontrsclual and legd raatalcHona on ttw paymeM tf divMends. geiwrd econoinie arid oompeUflve con̂  
ottwr factora as our Beard tf Oiractara rnay conskler ralevant induding a waiver by ttw McMahon 
dlvUerKla. 

http://coipoFBte.wwe.oom/news/2010/2010_l6_18.jsp 1/14/2011 
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2010 NEWS 

i 
! • FAN APPRECIATION DAY SATURDAY OCTOBER 30TH IN HARTFORD 

September 30,2010 

j STAMFORD. Conn., September 30,2010 - Wbrid Ŵ estting Entartahimenn announced today ttiat It will hoU a spedai Fan 
Appredalton Day event at ttw XL COntar ki' Harttbrd, CT on Setarday, October 30 al p.ra fsatoring WWEVs biggest 

! Superstars. As a way to ttiankkstoyal tans, ticketa will be avaitable for oolyS20 for floor oeeta end SIO tar ett other aoaiieg. 

The event win be a "WWE Supershow" taataring Superstars ftam botti ttie RawO and SmaekOown0 brands and The Game' Triple 
H retuns br one ttme only at Fan Appredatton Day. Matahes wBI hidude Randy Ortontt vs. Wade Barrett™ for ttw WWE 
Champlonsh'q): The Big Red Monster̂  Kane vs. The Wbrtd's.Largest Athtete* The Big Show tor ttw WtarU Heavyweiqht 
Clwmptanshqp Match and Rey MysterioS vs. AKwrtoOd fVo"*. Ottier WWE Superstars scheduled to appear indudb Sheamus 
MVPa, OanW Bryan". The MlzB. WWE Divas MidwOe MoCodei Kdly Kelly and hwny more. 

IjD IMBi ita headquarters toeatedtaConnecttcutskioe 1883b WWE has a strong htotory and a large and toyal fan base Uwoug^ 
• A State and specfflCdly In ttw dty of Hartford, whteh hosted WresHelltantaA XI as Wdl as counHesssdd-oul Raw ^ 

eventa,'saM WWE Chairman and CEO Vince McMahon. *Wa look forward to ttwnkkig our fans ior their conUnued support and 
^ to^ on October 30tti.' 
Nl 
Q Ticketa for WWE's Fan Appredalion Day event go on seta Tuesday. Oetaber 5 at 12:00 Noon at ttw XL Center box eflloe, onttne at 
jjJ www.tiekrtmaatef cam er bv eallino TldMtmaaiaf chawe bv nhone at 1.flQft.74SJ000. 

^ Worid Wwatthio Entertainment. Inc.. a fxihlidv traded comoanv fNYSE: WWEl. b an Inteqralad medta omanigaBon and rBcoonfaied 
^ leader ta gkibd ontertakimenL The company constate tf a portblta tf bushwssea ttiat create and deliver origind content 52 weeks 
m a vear to a otobal audience. WWE b committed to tamllv-Mendlv. PG contertt across aP rf ite nlatforma incKidtao televisten 

"H tanguages and roecheenwre ttwn 500 rnllllonhoines woridwide. The company taheisfouartered in Starntard.Coaa,w^ 
1̂ .1 New Yorii, LOS Angeles, Cbleego. London. Shenghd, Skigapore, Tokyo. Toronto and Mexico City. Addlttood taformatton on Wbrid 

Wtosttbig Entartdnment. Inc. (NYSE: WWE) can Iw found at wwe.com and oorporate.wwe.coni. For tatormatton on our gtobd 
•• an to tiS»BrJli»Miw.w^.i!BmNK^^ 

Medta Conlaeta: 

203-3584131 
Riibert.Zhnmamianflwwiimi U.BMI 

Adam Hupkkw 
203^-6675 

Investor Contact 
Michad Weita 

-203 3528642 
Miehad.WiBttil̂ wweeoro:ecHH 

Trademerica: AB WWE programmtag, talent rwmes, bneges. fikenesses, stogens, wrsslfing moves, trsdenwria, copyrighto'end 
kiges are ttw oxdusive property of WbrM Wresfling Entartdnment, Inc. and ita subsUtarin. All ottwr trademerks, k̂ oe end 
copyrighta are ttw property tf ttieir raspecfivo ownera. 

Forwaiif4jooktag Statementa: Thte news release contains fanMSRHookkig staiBmenta pursuant to ttw seta hertwr pwvtatens tf ttw 
SecpriUes Littgalion flefonn Act tf 1885, which are subjed to various risks and uncartainHes. These risks and uncertdnttea indude 
risks rstatkig to mdntdnkig and renewMg key agceements. kwkidbig tatovlskMi dtatrttwHon agreementa; ttw need for oonttnudly 
devetoping crsettve end entertaining programming: tfie oonttnued importance tf k » perfamwre and ttw services tf Vbioent 
MdMehon: lie eondiUons tf toe owrirato ta which wa compete: ecceptance tf ttw Companyis brands, medta and merchenobe 
wKNn ttwse moriMta; uncBrtainfies rdettng to regulatoiy and litigatton mattBrs; risks resulttng ftom ttie highly compettttve natare tf 
our mariwts; ttw taiportence tf protecttng our tateiiectud properiy and complying wflh ttw Intefledual property righto tf ottwrs; risks 
assodated witti produdng Ive evente botti domesUcdly end tatemattonaliy; uncertabittes associated wflh intemattonal mariwte: 
risks retattng to our fitai budnasa and any new business taittaHve which we may undertake: riska relattng to ttie large number tf 
sharea tf cominon stodc oonbdied by memben tf the McMahon famly: and ottier risks and tectora sd forth from ttme to S 
Company filbigs witti ttw SecuriBes and Exdiange Commisdon. Actoal resuHs eouM differ materially ffrom Dwse currentty expected 
or ariUdpaled. ta additton. our dIvMend is s l̂Daant and ta dependent oi» a nuottwr tf factore, indbdbig, among ottier HAigs, our 
ikiuUily and MatoilGat and pfoieded casn flow, sttateglc plan Ondudtag aiiariwttve uaea tf ^ 
condition, oontnaotad aod legd reslilctiahs oo the peyiiwitt tf dividendo, goneiBl ecooomta and oompatitive odidHlona and each 
ottiar fectors aa our Board tf Dkootore nwy oonddec mtoranL lododlng a waiver Jby ttw McMahen fardly tf a pnrttoo tf the 

http://corporatB.wwe.oom/news/2010/2010_09_30.jsp 1/14/2011 
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W W E S h o w : V i n c e M c M a h o n Encourages Fans T o V o l e 
Tueaday; Does Not Mention Linda's Run For U.S. Sienate 

It I eawiMif Ml''fa!.-fe!gA. • uSlSh^ By Chridnphw KMlino en Odobw sa W101 l:U PM I B n W U I Gnnadl 

! _ L I K | BkOMrMariourlrfeMlaBKMa. 

HARTFORD - Unds McMshon newer Showed up. 

More ttian 15.000 cheering fans arrived ai Ihe XL Center In Haitttanl on Satefday as VtfoiU 
WMMtafEmatBtafWant hosted FenAppredaltanDaylo^ank O W ^ B tor eanGnuIng to ' 
support pretasskind wrBSlOng in spite d crIlioisniB tf IteMahon during Bw pad year. 

McMahon hes spent mom ttwn S45 mnon tf her own money In her toog quad tarttw U.S. 
Senete aad egabwi RepuUiean prfmBry opponanta and in Tuesdays elacOon against 
Oamoaal fVchard Blunienthal. Her hioh.pn>flte husband, VInoe. has became moie 
oulapokBn in the raee raeeMfy, and he idwdulad ttie tan appreciation day on the Saturday 
before Ow etadlon. 

One Hour Into the throe hour ahow. Vines McMahon stepped into Hie ring and addmssed Bie 
hardcore fans. 

"Some peopta may Hiinic I was going to talk about poliSea today,' McMahon told the crowd. 
"NoOibig eeuM be ftjrthar bom Uia tfuHL I do anoouraga you to vote this Tuesday, and white 
yoUVs vdtag, fed liee to wear a WWE T-shH.' 

1 came eUl hem to sln̂ ily ssy lhank you.' he ssM. ThsTS vihat Hib day te dl about. IFs 
sboul iim eppreeialian. No oiw appreciates Hie fans more ttian Worid WtestBng 

WWE, MoMehon sdd, has been sutiiad to lod and ouiles by some poGBctoraT and "subjed 
to dtetortton. equwecetton try some members tf the medta" during the U.S. Senate 
campdBri. Stories have been wrinen abed Bw desihs d various wrestters. as wen es 
ocmptainta Bliout sterdd use In ttie sport. 

Undo McMshonTs csmpdgn had origlnBily ssld ttiat she wodd ettend Saterdays show, but 
she did noL When ssksd Kor an rseson why she dkl nd aflsnd. esmpdgn spokesieen Ed. 
Pstoi sdd. ̂ e purposdy hsd s Ikrid seheduto to ellow her flexibility. Unda cani be ta two 
places d one ttme. SheV Ike to be.' 

On Saturday, ahe was in WMport, SouHnart Stamtord, Giaenwich, and Danbury. 

The WWE dww • In Ihe 1S.00(>«eai araM - came on the same aWemoon ee a massive rally 
ta Bridsport to The Arsne d Hartxir Yerd as PreSUed Bamck Cbeme hosted h8nl«Ne 
Demoaata snd uigsd ttism to vote on TuBSday ta ttie same way ttiat McMahon urged ttwffl 
tovote. 

Arandom ssmpTng tf tans d ttie XL Csnler shewed wMespread support tor Unds McMahon 
erdd e nesty campaign tf tetevtetan csmmBrdste and oriicteffl tf viotence end ttie tmalment 
tf women h protasslond wrssting. 

TheyVe attsddng her family budness, wMdi te not radly b».' sold 24̂ yearoM SHSision 
Thurston tf Vemoo. who hes welched wrssUtag wttir bsr fattwi virtudty hsr entfm lib. "Shp^ 
nd gokig ettsr Blumenttwrs famDy.' 

ht̂ ://blogs.coiiranLcoin/capitoI_watch/2010/10/hartford-Iinda-mcmahon-never.html 2/2/2011 
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Thunton aWdzed Bie Blutnenlhal campaign tor paying lof the fattig d fcymer wrestler Chris 

Bendl to fly to HsntonI to tafe eboul hte son^ suickte dier kWng Ms Iddly members. 

*R wes hta'son who M M Ni family, nd LJndB McMshon,' Thwslon sdd. 

Middtetown resident Bob Jsodissn. who has lived ta Connadiaii br 27 d hte 30 years, said 
he did nd know much about BhmienOid. But he did know ttist he te voting far McMahon. 

1 deHdMly tMnk Ifi wrong ttiey take wreatttag to a negative ligM.'said Jsoobsen, who was 
weering a besebaB cap. There^ e tot tf good ttwy dOL Eke charity imorii.* 

Mtahad Plaro drove hom Mandwetsr. N.H. to Herttad wiDi bte wHe, Mtety. ih ditar to 
esisbrste hte birthdsy. Desdto Hvhg outside ConneeBcut, PHaro add he was li 
wHh me poHtad rece Item wresding web sites. He ttilnlis McMahon has been unfdrfy 

Thal^ ttie whote pdnt tf ttie sisndng up tbr ttw WWE campaign, ifs kind tf an unlWr' 
ttitag,' Pttaro add. Unfortunately, Oie test I hesrd te shtfs a I0.paint treler.* 

McMshon has bean b d M Bhanenttiri by doubta-digito ta vaiiouB pote, and a new 
Qutanipisc Udverniy pdl te expeded to ba retaaead Manday momtag. 

canaariH: BnAfltensjtaBJll •iwatehiBto 
ifiiaflta 

http://blogs.couiant.com/capitol_watch/2010/lQ/hartfoid-linda-mcmahon-never.html 2/2/2011. 
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Arena Report - Arena at Harbor Yard 
By: Noah Siarf 
Written: Aprils. 2007 

Tonight, 1 ^ will roR into BrttJgeport, Conn, and the 
Arena at Hartiar Yard. This 10.0Q0-8eat multi-purpose, 
arena is the permanent home to the Bridgeport Sound 
Tigers ice hocKev team and the Fairfield University Stags. 
Although the arena has only been ground since 2001. it 
has hosted a slew of exciting WWE events. 

In Noveml)er of 2002, when Raw first visted Ihe arena. 
Î VD thrilled VVyyÊ tfans by coming out on top in an 
exrittng Triple Threat IMatch. hn March of 2004, Chria 
Benoit defaated IMatt Hardy in Bridgeport on a night that 
also faatured Mick Fole/s book party. 

On Decemtier 26,2005, the Arena at HartKir Yard saw 
Mr. McMahon uttering the intameoe words: "Dont make 
me screw you." to Shawn Michaels. That same evening, a 

. giQup of Supec8taiaJDCiitfllngX̂ r|i|o, JohiL.Gen.â i:|d ., 
Kane competed in a Beat the Ciodc Match for the last 
spot in the New Year's Revolution Elimination Chamber. 

For a Ioolc inside Bridgeport's Arena at Hartxir Yard, 
catch Raw at »8 CT on USA Networid 

AIVVVVE programmtag, tdent nen«s.knBges.li1cBnesses,8togans,wresllbigniove8,hademark8,togos a I 
copyrighta ere ttie property d ttieir respedive owners. 0 2011 WWE, Ina All Righta Reserved. | 

I 

I . ht̂ y/www.wwe.com/shows/raw/aiGhive/04092007/aiticles/aienaatfaaiboryard 2/1/2011 
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This wetMiiie *!! l>aat-u .:i ins U'u'.eJ Steles. By submiUing psnsonat inton^iaSbt lu Uiis «:e-;& you 'j-.»!.:•>::• .- <tfj: .tAw-vsTJOii iieiiis mainteined I'l U<« UnHw; '>>svft 
differenl UiSii I'lS law- ':• yOui ncino VfMiy. 

htlp://www.wwe.com/shows/raw/aichive/04092007/aiticles/arenaathaiboiyard 2/1/2011 
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Arena Report - Arena at Harbor Yard 
ay:An4mR«f 
'.VHlk>.-:A:i9irrlZi.3!-.U 

R deesnl SBsm aw eIgM ineriHn. bd Onft how tang it has been einoe RAW made Ite lad appearanee ta Bridgeport. 
CT. R wes Dsesfflber 28.2005 ta ttw Arsns « Hartnr Yart whan Vinee McMahon Uttered ttnie tatsmous weds. 
Ttonll rriato me aerew you.* to Shawn MchaelBL Ita ttHBd hae oenw back to heunt The Chdmian ta Die 
Staos ttw Hesrtbrssk gjg Isemsd up witti Tripta H to rsvlM tMSenerslton X and wrask haw 0̂  
Ita pradteisis Iwe pnwcn ttieir sbHy to oveipower euOioriQf, wfl ita McMehons srd DX llnSiy csH e liuoe? 

On Dseember 26̂  Uw OMfflB wes ̂ sd ttie ctafltr as Carfke. John Cane, Miehads. Chris Msderi, Hurt Angte and 
Itane eorivdad to ta named ttw teat r m ta enter ttte EMneitan Charnbar SI Naw Years Itewobitan. On Msreh 8. 
200« on RAW. Evduitan dgMignted Hw dww RrtwB ttiey totan^lMd Mtak Fdey^ book party. Tta d ^ 
Ctnia BeiHlahiiNtag dMrti Mdl Hsnly. RAWS lird trip to Bridgeport on Itovembsr IB. 2002 was headlined by Rob 
^ Oenlls Tripta Thnsd wta over Bodwr T and Chris'Jaricto. Tta victary tad to a chsnos d ttw Worid Haawywdghi 
ChsmpionMp as wdl es a naw entenoe wdl Shown ICohads. 

r-l Judewefe leer agftOmsCMtowneMde la mad lensdiiiiR to Hsrbpr Yard where ttaderiaher vowed to an̂  
Oiton!telagond4iiangetrBak.ftow, one day aller hte leas to ttw tagend de l legends. wD Orion sta consider Nmeatt 

^ Bw baganBNnaf?OBiiWHuai Hogan he«epiniiM|fhumHad Ita young aupeiaiai? 

f f l TtaArsnsiadBlOj00OandpiByadhoaltottwrBBtanairaundsdttwl«ICAA«M(nan'B^g|g]^tournanMnlto^ 
M year, tt has only taanstandngdnee 2001. taUl WWE hai paid a viSR every year etace-Torrighrsatawpramiaea to 
^ ta as aaclling as ever es fans ttwIddHI gel ernughwetchtagSumnierSlemwonl hsve to wsit tang Ibr ttw sllar 

part,. . 

wn Fday have anyttiing to eey aRer bdng tortured by Hw'Natum Bo^ ta tad nighTs "I Qdr Mslefi, or will ta sa 
. nuritag hte hangaverltom ttw Biggata Party or ttw Sunwnai? No gdd changed aaaae laat dgw, but wiUltonawieBta 

O the UlereerSlnerSd Oiampierwhip awey bom Johnny Nftro? Wtan tta loiit coupto d King Booker ard ShamwD 
i H * * ~ "ataedfeeetoitoback^^ 
^ RAW and Snwddtoim to a headf Find out lonlgto and walch ttw return d Jeff Hanson RAW at 8f8CT on USA. 

M WWC preQniHrinBi taiciit iwnm, inaQaiitaanBSMS, MQini. wasHiiBiiMMi. baScnwie, 10901 and oopyiiohiianihcaMlMiwB piopcrty orwwE. incL antf Riiiiinidlofta9.M oaioruadcniflAa. loBoa j 
anp|4QM an ew pnpiiî ai mafr iMpadM OMoia.« 2Dn WWC. Inc. M Rigiiia RaaiMd. 

http://www.wwe.coin/sh0ws/raw/aichive/O8212OO6/articles/arenareportbridgeport 2/1/2011 
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BRIDGEPORT 'CHAOS': 21,000 ballots 
readied for 69,000 registered voters 
staff Reports 
Published: 02:43 a.m., Wednesday, Novemlser 3,2010 

BRIDGEPORT - It will be an dection Ihat will be 
remembered for years to come. 

Not because of who wen or lost, but because of what 
happened in Bridgeport. 

T h e K(e{fj 910 fAlRFIi lLr; AVI 

TAJ MAHALTRIO 
&LOSLJOBOS 

SAT 2/19 8.*00pm 
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00pn 

CLICK MERE TO PURCHASE ncKbi 5 t.;ovv̂  

BIG BAD 
VOODOO DADDY 
FRI 1/14 a.'dOpm 

MORS OPEN AT 74N)pm 

on 

Not enough ballots at many polling stations caused long lines, and ballots had to be photocopied and 
delivered to the polls by police. Frustrated citizens left without casting ballots and Superior Court Judge 
Marfan Berger ordered about a dozen polling places to stay open an extra two hours, until lo p.mi 

But tfaat led to more confusion. No one, not even Republican Registrar of Voters Joseph Borges, knew 
'"Whidi polling places the order applied to. After ttie 8 p.in.'d6siji& fifdiges was sSU'wiifixig fbr'tEe 

court's order. 

At Geraldine Johnson Sdiool, an observer said some people were let in after 8 p.m., then sent home 
without being allowed to vote. 

Then Repuhlieans daim'ed that people voted in Bridgeport districts other than their home districts 
without receiving proper approval and possible fraud in absentee ballot applications and votes, which 
assure one thing ~ this election will be something for the state and federal courts to sort out. 

"Something doesn't smdl right," said Dennis Kingston, who waited nearly 99 minutes to vote at Central 
High School late Tuesday afternoon. "Either somebody didn't do their job or this is an example of 
4irly politics." 

Kingston watdied as frustrated voters waiting for ballots siniply lieft. -

"No one kept us apprised as to wfaat was going on," he said. "No one was tdling us what to expect" 

About 6:30 p.m. he said police arrived with a stack of photocopied ballots. 

He voted and slid it in the top of the scanner. Now, after hearing Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz 
say photocopied ballots would be hand-counted, Kingston wondered whether his vote wiH count at all. 

"I'm mad," he said. "I'm really angry. .Hiis is an important dection to me." 

Tfaat was repeated throughout the dty. 

At Blackham School, Drew Auth arrived with his whedchair-bound'wi£e about 4:30 p.m. They faad no 
problem getting a ballot. Thdr problem began wfaen tfaey tried to cast tfae ballot. Tfaey waited and waited 
and waited as the line bdiind tfaem grew longer and longer and longer. 
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The vote scanner was broken, he was told. 

"I finally shouted:' Has anyone called tfae Secretary of the State?'" fae ŝ iid. 

His response was met with !'tfaat's a good idea" by poll workers, Autfa said. 

Eventually, fae and otfaers were told to slip tfae ballot into a side slot of tfae tabulator, whiere it would be 
counted manudly later. 

"I just hopie dl parties are represented wfaen these votes are counted," Audi said. 

• Central and Blackham weren't the only trouble spots. 
N̂  
^ Mayor Bill Findi said he heard of issues at every dty poUoig place except Hooker School. 

^ • 
tfl' The mayor sdd only 21,000 ballets were ordered by the registrars in a dty that has nearly 68,000 
0 registered voters. Twenty-four of 25 polls reported that they ran out of ballots. 
Wl 
^ "We're going to find out what happened," fae sdd. "I'm very upset about this... I intend to get to tfae 
Q bottom of it." 

So does, Quns Healy, chainnan of tfae state Republican Party, wfao vows to didlenge the electord process 
in tfae Park City. 

Meanwhile, Ernest Newton, the former state senator ftom the dty's East End, said changes need to be 
made — in the General Assembly. 

"If I were in office, J'd be drafting a bill tomorrow requiring dl towns to order enough bdlots to cover the 
number of registered voters," he said. "People at Dunbar Sdiool were going home after being told tfaere 
were no bdlots. The president was faere Saturday urging people to vote. And we don't faave enough 
ballots? Tliis is cra .̂ Hie House and Senate hnve to step liirward and do somethutg." 

It was only tfaree weeks ago that Newton regained his right to vote after serving a federal prison term on 
corruption charges. He spent tfae past several weds urging otfaers to register and vote. 

Voting in Bridgeport was extended to 10 p.m. after widespread ballot sfaortages. But long lines of angry 
and disappointed voters formed at several poHing stations, induding Centrd High, Read, Park City 
Magnet, Blade Rock, Hooker, Wintfarop and Thorme sdiools. At Winthrop, voters became so angry that 
police had to be cdled to calm the crowd. 

'!It's been diaos at the voting booths at Centrd High School today," according to former Gty Coundl 
member Anthony Minutoli, a moderator. 

"People are going crazy and I don't blame them," fae said, adding that a man was arrested for refiising to 
leave tfae voting station. 

"As long as everybody is in the door by 8 p.m., they will be able to vote," he sdd. "Tfais faas been an 
Etection Day nightmare. Fm never working Election Day again." 
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Healy argued that voting hours should not be extended. 

The mayor's oftice used reverse-911 phone calls to alert residents that polls were open later. 

Secretaiy .of the State Susan Bysiewicz said voting was extended two faours "because of tfae grave potentid 
for people to be disenfrandiised in Bridgeport." Sfae added, "We are very thankful that the judge has 
taken this extsaoidinaiy measure to protect the dvil rights of voters in Bridgeport." 

The state Democratic Party sued because of the ballot shortage, and the state Republicans challenged tfae 
extension of polling faours. 

Some people wfao waited more tfaan an faour to vote angrily left thdr polling stations witfaout casting 
votes. Some people were told by police to come bade later. 

Monique Ivy, of Brooklawn Avenue, wdted to vote in the lobby of Central High Sdiool for 90 minutes 
before casting her vote. 

"A lot of people were angry and left," sfae said of tfae ballot sfaortage. "But (tfae volunteers) were good 
about it, tfaey walked up and down offering everyone pizza." 

Ivy emerged from tfae sdiool at 7:15 p.m., sporting an "I voted" pin on her shirt 

"For me, people died for my right to vote. My forefathers went through a lot worse to cast their vote, so I 
was going to wait nb matter wfaat." 

City Conndfanan Robert Wdah sdd more tfaan 100 people were waiting in line at fais poll. Wdsfa said tfaey 
were angiy, fiustraled and couldn't understand how ballots could run out. 

Tfaere were alao reports tfaat some of the candidates' names were left off ballots. 
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Results: 
Yellow, black and blue 
By-MiiuitMiMra 
Ntnambw 11.2910 

BRDGaKMT, Conn. - Jutf Die mey <M on Ow OcL 1 
m n n piwniare on Syl̂ i Tiw NeHit hwndBd 
SnwcNDnHi. Homwr, Ihto ibiw ttw nlQM ended In ttw 
biggeel lOMan Tea Teem Metah in SffleCkOoiMi 
MelMy. eMi Ow blue bnnd cleiniin9 e vicloiy. 

Edge, KaOiangelon, Alberto Dei no. Big Show a World 
HeevyweIgM Chempion Keno def. Devid Olunge. 
WWE Teg Trnm Chempian JueUn GebM, mVE Teg 
Teem Chempion HaeDiSlBler.MiGhBelMcGlieiiKy a ' 
Hueky Heme in e lO^len Teg Teem Hetch (WATCH | 
PHonros) 
Afler Tho Nenw Ovaetened to lein over SnwckOoim ai 
Uw BMrt olttw nlgM. ttw Hue brandt SupenuiB 
detandad VMir hvf In a nwaaiwe 10-Man Tag main 
awenL Daipaa Alberto Del Rio iiiwpiirabfy waUng 
away (nan ttw baMOa and obwioue diftaranaw enwngn 
llwmHlNai ttw Hue brand «wa able to ttMMrt The 
Nona. In Uw doeing nwnwMe oTOwwer, The Raied-A 

• Supeialar avoided a choiieriaffllirDni Me ann leanvneto 
-WBrtdHaavywaiahiChampiQn^Kaiw-ttwn Speared-
botti The Big Red Monetar and David Olunge to get ttw 
win IbfWi team. Cen-ttw MB.-1-ooiitondeMeiw hie.. 
menwnnmi into Simlwr Sariea agointt Kerw? 

TVtor Rake def. Chris Mesien (WATCH | PHOTOB) 
to his oonttnued quest to nwlw a name Ibr himsalf, Tyler 
Rein went up against Chris Mastois. Using his Hiangtti 
and power, Relw pidwd up an impraaeiva and 
dominating win agaiml Tha MasteipiBoa. 

Oflietol aawckOwwn Conauitani Vldiia.Guarwfa def. 
NXr RaaMa Ohia KaWyn (WATCH | PMOTOB) 
Altar OHUel SmacNDown Conauilant VicHe Guerrero 
attacked her NXT Rooiiio Dive Keittyn eaillar In ttw 
night. Uw two squared off In an afRdal match. By using 
the rihg npas Ibr tawsraga, Vldiie wes abto to pin 
Kaiil^ and gat the vdn, 

Tha Nanw attacked Ray Myslario. MVP and 
Kavai (WATCH) 
BaoaiMa or a bnM.aneek by Tha NoMiB. May Mystoito 
woaH not QO on to campato in ttw massiva swin anni 
ItHHan Teg Team Match. And noi contam witt» Just ana 
dastard^ dead, ttw yellow and black ded memben else 
aseauiied MVP and Kavai ftom out ef noHhere, laawing 
them OBiMfing fDroowaK 

MVP del. IDeehlng-Cody Rhodes and Draw M d n ^ 
bl an iNtarasnOnantal ChemplonaMp QusU^ng Mateh 
(WATCH I PHOTOS) 
Foniwr leg taam chenipions, Oody Rhodes and Oiaw 
Mdn^^ tangled wMi each ottier end MVP for a chenoe 
to beooiM ttw No. 1 oontsnder to ttw IntewanUnantal 
ChamptansNp. Aftsr e harMbugM ainiggh, MVP 
dahnad victoiy by pinning Mdnlyia. Nerf waek, MVP 
wU taoa Intawnttnenld Champion OOlph Bggier In a 
fille match on SmadiDawn. It wB not ba ttw ttrst Vma 
Vw Mo Iwvo oiM br Zigglorls titte. On ttw OCL 1 oebut 
on Sy^iAl^^ taoflri ZIQB̂ M̂  ABTMB tfiMiptaniMpL bM 
ttw mekh ended whan The NaKuaaaeoiwd. (WATCH) 

I dwniplan Daiph ZIggler def. JTG 
(WiCTCK I PHOTOS) 
to commandieg tasNan, iaiaicBniinenMl deuiipnn DOIR 
ZIggler MIJT6 witti ttw Zig Zag ttwn put Mm awey vMh 
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a Btoeper hold. Altar ttw deeto'vo vidoiy, NXT Rookie 
Diva KeBlyn came out to Dw ring to oongrahdata Ziggier. 
Inhirteied and iaeloua. Vidda Guenam dwrgad into ttw 
ring. After ecioeming ̂ Odph wee mina liiBl,' Guonam 
vUnaiy depped KeMyn eocee ttie fsoe. itfiodHng her 
to ttw canvas. SttH Svid. Guenaro had to ba kept at bay 
by the raf to piavant nwfo dwos. Aftsiwsfda 
SmadOown Geneid Manager Theodora Long agraed 
to ghw Guenofo a matoh witti Kaittyn later in ttw nigM. 

Edge vs. Alberto Del Rto ended to a No Contest 
(WATCH I PHOTOS) 
Attar drivhig Mmadr tt ringdde to a ftdta Royce. Alberto 
Dal Rto took on Edge one on ono for ttw first time ever. 
Howaver, juM when H ladsad Bw ttw No. 1 contander to 
world HesvyweigW Chawpior.̂  Nona waa odna to out 
away Tiw "Eeaienca of Endtanee,'Tha Nexus kwadad 
SmodOewn, wHi OevidX)bjnga. JuMin Gabrid. Heatti 
Statar, NGehad McGiBcuBy and Husky Hente dl 
attacking. But aftsr Ohinga dedered Tha Nana was 
Iddng over SmecfeDsMM̂  Big Show. Rey Myalerio and 
Kaiw jotoed Edge In helping drive off ttw enn banded 

I 
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